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BIG TEST 
OF WAR YET 
TO COME 


R. HENRY L. STIMSON, the 
M United States Secretary for 
War, declared yesterday at 
Washington that the great decisive 
land and sea battles for the Allies 
sre still to come. He said 
that there are three phases 
to a war — the onset, the drag 
—when the war begins to weigh on 
the nations involved—and the finish. 
“I do not think Americans can 
say our naval and military forces 
have more than entered the second 
period of the war, he said. ‘‘ Not 
until the Continent of Europe is in- 
vaded, and we have met face to face 
the remaining masses of German 
troops, not until: our Navy has 
rappled with the powerful Home 
Fleet of Japan, can we say we are 
passing through the period of 
‘drag’ of this war and approaching 
its finish.” 


“WORSE TO COME” 


Mr. Stimson gave a grim review of 
events since Pearl Harbour, and said 
that all American successes had been 
only of a “ perimeter’’ nature. 

“As we look back on the pro- 
gress of the last two years we must 
admit the likelihood that there is 
worse to come. We have every 
reason for encouragement and hope, 
but the great decisive test for our 
soldiers and for us is yet to come.”’ 

Mr. Stimson held up the British 
home front as an example for the 
United Stated. ‘‘We have not yet 
been willing to take the one step— 
in the shape of a general service 
law—which our Allies across the 
Atlantic find necessary for ‘adi 
control of prices and wages,’ 
added.—( Reuter.) 

According to the Associated Press 
Mr. Stimson also said :—*‘‘ It is only 
in the air over Europe that we have 
met the main forces of the enemy 
and beaten them.” Even there, the 
terrific industrial power and recu- 
perative strength of Germany made 
it impossible to say that Germany 
might not once again face them 
with powerful air forces, 

He announced that the 5th Army 
had had 12,518 casualties—1,929 
killed, 7,809 wounded, and 2,780 
missing. British losses, he declared, 
were samewhat smaller. 


, . . 
Rommel's Offensive 
Marshal Rommel has opened a 
large-scale offensive against the areas 
held by Marshal Tito’s Yugo-Slav 
Partisan forces, and very heavy 
fighting is reported in Bosnia, 
Herzegovina, Macedonia and Croatia, 
according to yesterday’s Yugo-Slav 
statement. 
The Germans have thrown in 


reinforcements from Greece, Albania i 


and Austria.—  (Reuter.) 


A PRRESSING a press éehference in Áiltara on 


Wednesday, 


Menemenjoglu, said 


the Turkish Foreign Minister, M. 
he agreed with correspondents 
who suggested that Turkey could be said to 


have 


entered the Allied camp ** without being belligerent.” 


He stated also that he believed the three-day talks 
in. Cairo between Turkish and Allied leaders to be one 
of: the most important events of this phase of the war. 


“We examined all aspects of the 
roblems, sometimes . with brutal 
rankness,’’ he declared, . accordin 
to Reuter,.‘‘and we have amal 
extremely contented «and . extremel 
satisfied with our conversations. 
can <a. without reservation that 
we talked about ever thing: all 
aspects of politics and all aspects of 
the war were. reviewed. . 

** As you have been able to see 
from the cOmmuniqué, our 
allience with ' Britain emerged 
considerably strengthened from 
the conference. — 

‘* But we can also say that our 
relations with the United States 
and Russia are nearly as strong 
as with Britain, 

“We kept in line with the de- 
cision of the Parliamentary Group 
Party on November 17th (the party 
gave unanimous my to a foreign 
policy planned within thagramework 
of the treaty with Britain) and our 
policy remains unchanged, 

‘The latest Cairo conference, 
like the one. before it- and lixe that 
at Adana last year, pointed to the 
collaboration which Turkey could 
bring to the Allies—collaboration 
which sometimes. is not very effec- 
tive, but which, as we were able 
to see it at Cairo, is nevertheless 


Cairo we learned many 
things we did not know. Our 
friends probably also learned many 
things they did not know, 


UNDERSTANDING 


“ We got as close to them as pos- 
sible in order to understand them, 
just as they came as close to us as 
possible to undertand our interests 
and our possibilities. 

“IS is this spirit which enabled 
us to go away the closest of allies 
and to leave Cairo in an atmosphere 
of perfect cordiality. . 

“We are at one with the ideals of 
the Allies, but there was no signing 
of documents. Such an. understand- 
ing can be closer than paper.” 

, Menemenjoglu’s statement to 
Allied and neutral journalists has 
received very great attention in 


Stimson Praises 
Stalin 


Mr. Henry Stimson, United 
States Seoretary for War, said 
yesterday in Washington that 
Marshal Stalin’s power of lucid 
analysis and fairness of attitude 
contributed strongly to the solu- 
tion of several long-standing 
probioms at the Teheran meeting. 
—( Reuter.) 


Am 


Berlin, says the German News 
Agency, which quotes this passage 
from a Sofia speech by the Turkish 
Ambassador :—‘‘ Turkey has no de- 
mands to make, and does not ask 
for anything from anyone. Turkey 
is only anxious to maintain peace 
on her borders.” 

The Hungarian version of this 
speech quoted the Turkish envoy as 
saying :. ‘‘ The friendship between Bul- 
garia and Turkey has grown closer. 
‘this development is all the more 
important, as they are the two 
Powers capable of safeguarding 
peace in the Balkans.” ' 

Dr. Goebbels, writing in Das 
Reich yesterday on the Teheran Con- 
ferences, said :—‘‘ The propaganda 
bluff - with which our enemies 
intended to assault us has popped 
like a soap bubble. Propaganda 
such as the enemy has made does 
not appeal to the German pores. 
who to-day face the fact of the war 
and its cruel consequences with an 
equanimity and staying power which 
deserves more than admiration. 

“The scraps of paper which the 
enemy is handing out to us will be 
received with scornful contempt by 
the German people. Whoever looks 
towards Germany sees nothing but 

uns and rvfles. There are no 
altering hearts.” 

M. Menemenjoglu yesterday saw 
German, Rumanian, Hungarian and 
Japanese journalists, says Ankara 
Radio, and answered questions on 
Turkish foreign policy and the Cairo 
Conference. 
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By Our Mrritrary CoRRESPONDENT. 


seeker after truth—or. even 

after probability—the three 
recent conferences of Allied 
Chiefs in Africa and Iran have 
been distinctly disappointing. Noth- 
ing has come to light that gives 
much of an inkling as to Allied 
strategical designs for 1944. Not 
merely so, but it seems difficult to 
reconcile pronouncements arising 
from the several conferences. For 
example, we read in the daily 
papers of December 2nd about “a 
combined strategy for the Pacific, 
South-East Asia and China, for the 
quick defeat of Japan by an all- 
out offensive’; and just five days 
afterwards we read of “ operations 
which will be undertaken from the 
east, west and south ” against Ger- 
many. Are these two completel 
distinct aims to be pursued simul- 
taneously? In order to answer this 
question it is necessary to examine 
each in turn, and, in the present 
article, it is op sone to deal with 
the first—with an eye on its re- 


Fe the standpoint -of- the 


\ percussions on the second. 


OFFERS . 
- 


From our extensive- Stock - of 
Modern Furniture we have 
selected at random. & typteat | 

ere 


‘ey 


interior 
9” fitted 


suite, 


Special Price as. 
er 12 #£=monthiy 
instalments of ..s 
or 24 - monthly 
instalments 3 Wow 


or 36 month! 
instalments of se 


BIRNEY 3 
ty GREAT CHRISTMAS | 
HOUSE FURNISHING 


a? 


Ay 


Other Suites ranging from £35 
to £15000. 


Ay, . I VF 
. IA. : i Ti 
~ Fá ) - i i 4 


The war against. Japan has now 
lasted just two years—as far as the 
Anglo-American forces are con- 
cerned. As yet, the Allies have 
only recovered a portion of the 
island fringe occupied by the Japa- 
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nese in their opening rush; and it 
is by no means certain that this 
success outweighs the Japanese 
gains in China over the same 
period. There is, for instance, the 
recent successful operation around 
the Tung-ting lake. which may be 
either anothe, ‘‘rice-offensive’’ or 
more far-reaching. And : there 
were earlier attacks against the 
Chinese on the upper Salween 
and elsewhere. Japanese activity in 
the great ‘‘second-line’’ islands— 
Java, Timor, Celebes, Ceram—has 
greatly increased of late. Allied 
progress on Bougainville has come to 
a stand-still. 

In view of such stubborn resistance 
it is interesting to consider how far 
an intensification of the* Pacific offen- 
sive would hamper one in Europe. It 
would not require great land-forces 
or too much 
such as tanks and heavy artillery. 
As against this it- would call for 
shipping—both mercantile and naval 
—and for air forces. 

A United States War Department 
film has just captioned: ‘‘ Russia is 
engaging the main-German strength, 
and a two-front war for Russian would 
diminish the pressure on the worried 
Germaffé and endanger the plans of 
our own army.” No doubt this is 
true; but a two-front war for Russia 
would also be a two-front war for 
Japan. It does, however, seem 
likely that the status quo of two 
semi-independent .world wars will 
continue for, at least, the full dura- 
tion. of 1944, 


BURMA - 


The Allied attack on Japan which 
would most. affect European opera- 
ions hat sr ay a invasion he 

urma—‘‘ reopening of the 
Burma ‘Road by an assault from 
India,” as the Conference report 
styled it, This’ woulg interferé most 


ernment. 
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heavy land-material,. 


onference picture shows 
him with Marshal Stalin and Mr. 


dinner party. 


Eden at his private 


accuracy of the direction-finding 
report issued by the Department 
ing a preliminary investigation. 


“ 

A report has also been issued on a 
preliminary investigation into an 
accident, to another of the Corpora- 
tion’s 'planes in the vicinity of the 
Shannon Airport at Rineanna, Co. 
Clare, on July 16th last, when two 
of the crew and one passenger 
received slight injuries. 

The preliminary investigations 
have been carried out by the 
Inspector of Accidents, and «the 
report issued by the Department of 
Industry and Commerce in connec- 
tion with the accident on Brandon 
Mountain says that the ‘plane—a 
Shorts 8 25—carried a crew of seven 
and eighteen passengers. In addi- 
tion to ten people being killed and 
nine injured, the machine was 
burned. 


FROM LISBON 


It was on a scheduled flight from 
Lisbon to the Shannon Airport, and 
owing to a south-west wind o 
reater strength than was expected, 
it arrived over Foynes half an hour 
ahead of the signalled time. The 
captain decided to return to Loop 
Head to expend 45 minutes until 
there should be enough light for 
landing, and the duty forecaster at 
Foynes was neither aware of this 
nor of the wind which had not been 
forecast. As no difficulties had been 
reported on the flight the forecaster 
had applied himself to watching 
local. conditions in ‘preparation for 
the landing. 

The wind caused the "plane to 
depart from the required track, and 
when the captain, believing? that he 
was in the vicinity of Loop Head, 
descended to fix his position, the 
‘plane struck the side of Brandon 
Mountain, crashed*and burned. 

The reason for the departure from 
‘the requifed track is not. gonclusively 

; bot~radio rection finding’ 
apparatus of the type used on the air- 
craft is subject to error around sun- 
set and sunrise. The presence of 
this error, known as ‘‘ night effect,” 
cannot always be detected. 

The .contributory causes of the 
accident are summarised as follows :— 
(1) A strong south-westerly wind, 
which resulted in the aircraft’s 
arriving at the Shannon Airport 
thirty minutes before its scheduled 
time of arrival; (2) a change in 
wind direction from s.-w. to n.-w. in 
the Shannon area around the actual 


Concentric Attack 
Agreed 


“The British - American - Russian 
alliance has agreed on a concentric 
attack against Germany and 
Europe,” .according to the Military 
Commentator of the German News 
Agency. He adds :— 

“There is no doubt that the more 
or less vague promises given by 
Britain to open a second front have 
had to make room for a definite 
and concrete undertaking, or that an 
agreement has been reached about 


, 


which are to lead to the final knock- 
out.. 
“There will be two major thrusts 
—one from the East, the other from 
the West. The Southern front will 
play the junior réle. Very likely 
there will be a new centre of 
operations in the Mediterranean 
area, perhaps an attempted invasion 
of the Balkans, though the shipping 
problem is again the fly in the 
ointment.’’—(Reuter.) 


Effort to Settle 
Blind Men’s Strike 


The sit-in strike of thirteen in- 
mates and thirty extern workers of 
the Richmond Institution of the 
Blind, O’Connell street, Dublin, will 
probably end- to-day, a reporter was 
told last night. 

Yesterday representatives of the 
League of the Blind, together with 
representatives of the Dublin Trades 
Union Council, including the Chair- 
man, Councillor James Larkin, T.D., 
met the Committee of the Institu- 
tion. The Lord Mayor, Ald. M. 
O'Sullivan, T.D., was present. The 
talks lasted for two hours, and were 


The discussions will. be resumed 
to-day. 

Meanwhile ‘the pickets have heen 
withdrawn, and a demonstration 


‘PLANE CRASHES 
”. IN EIRE 
INVESTIGATED 


T HE probable cause of the accident to a British Overseas Airways 

Corporation aircraft on Brandon Mountain, Go. Kerry, on July 
28th last, when the captain and nine passengers were killed and nine 
other passengers injured, was ‘‘ 


the synchronisation of the blowe, 


of an amicable.and -cordial nature. / 


night effect,” which affected. the 
apparatus on the ‘plane, says a 
of Industry and Commerce, follow- 


time of arrival; (3) the pilot’s error 
in technique, in relying entirely on 
aircraft loop bearings for. radio 
assistance to the exclusion of direc- 
tion signals from the ground radio 
station. 

The aircraft involved in the 
accident at the Shannon Airport 
(Rineanna) was a De Havilland 91, 
carrying a crew of five and. nine 
passengers. 

The cause of the accident was the 
collapse of the flap-supporting struc- 
ture of the starboard main plane, 
probably due to the lack of ad- 
hesion of the plywood skin to the 
internal structure. Large portions 
of the skin were found at distances 
of from one to one and a half miles 


outside the airport. 


Moscow, and the field’ is 


strongholds oí Cherkassy, 


Krivoi Rog and Nikopol. 


The new Dnieper Bend offensive 
is taking these five main direc- 
tions :'— : 

To Cherkassy, “from “which 
Russian forces, pushing west from 
the Kremenchug area, are now 
only 25 miles distant. — 

To Znamenka, under heavy shell- 
fire from a two miles range, in- 
vested on three sides and its last 
rail line—to Kirovgrad— 
threatened. 

To Kirovgrad, important rail and 
road centre south-west of 
Znamenka at the head of the 
main north-south road to Niko- 
laev. Russian forces, which cut 
the two railways on either side 
of Znamemnka, are now converg- 
ing on Kirovgrad from north and 
east from distances of 15 and 17 
miles. 

To Krivol Rog, now cut off from 
its last direct supply route from 
the west and exposed to a double 
attack from north-east and north- 
west. 

To Nikopol, the manganese city, 
whose fate is inevitably bound up 
with that of Krivoi Rog. 


GERMAN ATTACKS 


New German tank attacks were 
launched at dawn yesterday alon 
the road to Kiev, north-east o 
Chernyakhov. where fighting is 
mounting to a new pitch of violence. 
The Moscow communiqué states that 
the attacks were repelled, Fight- 
ing is taking place mostly along the 
main road, since elsewhere difficul- 


| ties of moving heavy armour are 


the road to Rome, 


British troops are locked in close 
fighting on the Adriatic coast road, 
where the port of Pescara is the 
objective, according to  Reuter’s 
special correspondent at Allied 
headquarters, North.Africa. One re- 
port puts the British spearheads at 
only eight miles from Pescara. 
Prisoners taken have been identified 
as. --from-- an. Alp 
brought into Italy to man the 
mountain defences across the 
Apennines. Heavy rain and thick 
mists, which limit observation and 
add to the difficulties- of the moun- 
tain streams and meee? roads, are 
still hampering the Eighth Army. 

On the Fifth Army front the 
Camino-Maggiore mountain mass 
has now been mopped up, except 
for two isolated spots of resistance. 
The extreme north-west tip of Mag- 
giore is still in German hands, but 
American infantry—supplied with 
rations and ammunition by low- 
flying fighter-bombers—hold the 
rest of the mountain, including the 
crest. British troops have cleared 
the whole of Monte Camino and its 
south-west foothills, except for the 
village of Rocca d’Evandre, four 
miles south-west of Mignano, 

Calakritto, on the southern slopes 
of Camino, five miles south-west of 
Mignano, is finally in British posses- 
sion after a bitter see-saw battle, 


ine. units 


Eighth Army’s Fight 
For Three Towns 


HE British Eighth Army was fighting last night on the outskirts 

of three towns on a seventeen miles front—Artona, on the 

Adriatic. coast; Orsogna, twelve miles inland, and Guardiagrele, 
five miles south-west of Orsogia. 

On the Fifth Army front twin British and American drives are 

threatening the German positions on the Mignano Gap, which bar 


during which the town changed 
hands several times in a few days. 


HEIGHT TAKEN 
West of Monte Camino, the 
British yesterday stormed and 
captured another important height 
(Monte Croce) and are now forcing 
the Germans slowly back towards 
the -Gafigiane: ee is 
being made through minefields and 
wire, and in the face of heavy cover- 
ing’ fire. The whole range of peaks 
direetly south of the Mignano ga 
is thus in Allied hands, but nort 
of the Capua-Rome road, on the 
upper side of the gap, the Germans 
still hold lofty defensive positions, 
which block the road to any 
armoured advance . northward. 
Liberators on Wednesday attacked 
San Stegano, 80 miles north-east of 
Rome. Marauders bombed Civita 
Vecchia harbour, rail yards at Orte, 
important. junction on the Tiber, 38 
miles north of Rome, and the via- 
duct of Spoleto, 60 miles north-east 
of the capital, ' 


ITALIAN TROOPS 


Italian regiments, amounting to 
about one division, are now in action 
on the American sector of the Allied 
front, a German military spokesman 
said yesterday, according to the 
German Overseas News Service. 
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HAT is this, the fifth war 
Christmas going to mean to 
Irishwomen? An lrish 

Times reporter tried to find out, 
and found that, while the samé 
problems of rationing and tranSport 
confront more or less everybody, the 
Christmas season means something 
different to different types. 

To a social worker, for instance, 
it means the increased difficulty of 
providing the poor with food and 
fuel. ‘‘ These are the main problems 
confronting us this year,” she said. 

The Christmas food parcels will be 
somewhat different now, and their 
contents will be such as can be 
cooked with the minimum of fuel. 
So Christmas dinner this year, for 
the poor families, will be made up 
from sausages, rice, which is plentiful, 
raisins, cocoa, coffee, and tinned 


————— 
Allied Offensive 


in Pacific 


Australian troops have captured 
Wareo, according to an official 
report from General MacArthur's 
H.Q., a Reuter cable stated this 
morning. 

Wareo, four miles due north of 
Sattelberg, was the main Japanese 
stronghold’ and centre of their de- 


fixed íor last night was cancelled. 


fence line in this area. . 


Giraud May Resign,—Displeased 
with two recent De Gaullist moves 
with the Army and the 
which he nominally commands, 
Giraud may again resign, according 
to an Associated Press report. 

No Christmas Tree:—Because of 
war-time. conservation measures, 
Washington’s usual White House 
community Christmas tree will be 
dispensed with this year. President 
Roosevelt. will, however, broadcast 
a message to the nation. _ 

Gibraltar Activity—The German 
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Commons Rebuilding. — Eight 


| Conservatives, three Labour mem- 


bers, two Liberals and two Indepen- 
dents have been appointed to the 
Sélect Committee to consider and 
report upon plans for the rebuilding 
of the tish House of Commons, 
and ‘upon “such alterations as may 
be ' considered’ desirable while pre- 


Francais de Grande Bretange,”’ said: 
The restoration of a strong France 
is not only in the supreme interests 
of France. itself... It is in the in- 


3 it is . the’ interest. 
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Christmas Problems Face 
Irish Women 


vegetables. The problem of clothing 
is more acute; for, with the coupons, 
no material for making up can be 
bought, and the supply of cast-off 
clothing. is short for the same 
reason. 

To the shop assistant, Christmas 
means extra work during the "days 
before, but, as one of them said 
yesterday, it also means an extra 
two days’ holiday this year. 

Hairdressers are among the most 
hard-worked people of all during the 
days before Christmas, and some of 
them work late on Christmas Eve. 

But there will be nothing spared 
to the mother of a family, Already 
she is coping with the problem of 
how to lay in enough food, and how 
to provide traditional fare, in spite 
of rationing and the shortages of 


at any rate, the Christmas cake is 
already baked. “An emergency cake 
no doubt, but with spices and 
raisins, and, perhaps, a little almond 
icing, it is nearly as good as the 
pre-war article, 


—-— a — ; 


Longford’s Need of 
Hospitals 


Having paid a high tribute to the 
surgical, medical and nursing staffs, 
the Most Rev. Dr. McNamee, Bishop 
of Ae in Longford yesterday, 
descri the -hospital accommoda- 
tion in the town and county of 
Longford as “grossly inadéquate.”’ 

The County Hospital, he said, 
is an old, ramshackle structure 
decades out of date, and_practically 
uchanged since it was the work- 
house. “The” fever hospital has. 
neither light nor water, but is soon 


|: plane Ald Bengal masl.—Seven la 
‘transport "planes of thé 10th United} i 
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to be provided with water, which 
is, above all things, essential in a 
fever hoépital.. ‘‘ The tuberculosis 
sanatorium is the o building we 
cannot criticise, for, the simple 
reason that it is non-existent,” he 


added. © i : ie 
Mr. T. A, Hayes County Mana- 
“ger, - ‘that a reconstruction 
scheme for the, fever hospital] was 
‘county hospital on " fine 
acquired had been 


amáin a 


d——. — 
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States 


nearly everything. In. one household, | 


now in hands, while plans for the 
site | 
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VE-FOLD RUSSI 
THRUST TO 
BLACK SEA. 
IPOVERFUL Russian forces are driving in a five 


_ fold thrust towards the Black Sea coast on a front 
of 150 miles, Reuter’s Correspondent cables from 


set for new attacks on the 
enka,’ ‘Kirovgrad, 


still considerable, according to 
Reuter’s correspondent. 

' German. Radio stated: last night 
that south-west “of: Dnepropetroysk, 
where ‘fair! * large Soviet forces went 
over to the attack, German troops 
shortened a portion ‘of the: iine, 
which previously was full of dents 
and zig-zags. “Minor enemy forces 
tried to cross the Lower Dnieper on 
Wednesday, but German units on 
the banks of the river foiled the 
manteuvre. The Russians, however, 
succeeded in making fresh deploy- 
}ments under machine-gun and 
trench mortar fire.’’ 


SHORTER FRONT 


The German commentator, Cz ptain 
Sertorius, stated that Russian forces 
north-west of Znamenka have joined 
up with those in the Cherkassy 
area, and he added :—‘* However, 
this is not a real strategical success, 
the more since the enemy failed to 
surround any considerable German 
forees. The German defensive front 
now is much shorter.”’ 

According to Colonel von Hammer 
fresh breaches have been made in 
‘the German front in the Pripet- 
Beresina area. He said :—‘‘ Attack- 
ing on a broad front with fresh 
forces in the Pripet-Beresina area, 
the Russians succeeded in making 
three breaches in the German lines. 
Bitter fighting ensued. Two of the 
breaches were sealed, the third is 
still being hotly contested.” Von 
Hammer said also that heavy snows 
have fallen in the northern and 
central sectors. but that the rela- 
tively high temperature during the 
day is keeping the snow cover thin. 

The Soviet communiqué states :— 
“West and 8.W, of Kremenchug 
our troops, overcoming enemy 
resistance and beating off his 
counter-attacks, continued _ their 
offensive and occupied 15 strongly 
fortified enemy defence points and 
one railway station (Mederovo). On 
other sectors of the front there was 
reconnaissance activity and ex- 
changes of artillery and mortar 
fre.” 


Fewer Sinkings 
By U-Boats 


The following statement was 
issued yesterday under the authority 
of President Roosevelt and Mr. 
Churchill:—‘‘Anti-U-boat operations 
in November have been notable for 
the little the enemy has achieved for 
the great effort he has exerted. By 


‘Azores, we have ir áble to im- 
prove the protection to our convoys 
and to diminish the 'area in which 
enemy U-boats were free from 
attack by our forces. 

“The enemy has used long-range 
aircraft to assist in concentrating 
U-boats on our convoy routes. In 
spite of this, our escort and counter- 
attacks have been effective. 

“The caution’ of enemy U-boats 
has lessened the number of oppor- 
tunities given to our forces for 
strikes at them. Nevertheless, the 
number of U-boats sunk in Novem- 
ber- has again exceeded the number 
of their victims.” 


It was officially annotnced in 
Copenhagen that Marshal Rommel 
and his.staff arrived in the Danish 
capital on Thursday afternoon, states 
an Associated Press message from 
Stockholm. 


| care in 


HOW TO BEAT 
INFLUEN7A 


ELF-HELP and mutual help 
are required for the avoid- 
ance and the treatment of 

influenza in war-time, according 
to the new British Minister of 
Health, Mr. Willink, 
. In a written reply, he states: 
“There” is no certain way of 
avoiding influenza. Well balanced 
diet, adequate sleep, as much 
f air as ible, avoidance 
of stuffy, ed rooms, and 
| coughing and  snee:ring 
are obvious - precautions... We 
can best help one anether by 
the precautions we take and—in 
the difficult conditions of war- 
time—by mutual help in care of 
sickness.’ 


means of aircraft operating from the | | 
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Influenza 
Outbreak 
Waning 


“OCTORS predict that the "flu 
D Sutbreak, which struéx hard 
' at. Dublin 's transport, factory, 
shop and office workers, will have 
abated by Christmas, but some 
firths' will be short-staffed during 
the Christmas ‘rush: . Already it is 
waning, and this week, some em- 
ployers are without only seven per 
cent, of their staffs compared with 
up. to 20 per cent. three weeks ago. 
Old people are the hardest hut. 


Some sufferers were stricken twice. : 


The influenza, which is of a mild 
type, has not spread outside Dublin 
to any great extent, and there were 
no fatal cases. 

Striking rapidly, it now keeps 
people in bed for four days, but in 
some cases sufferers were three 
weeks away from work. While many 
doctors blame the weather, some say 
that the disease was spread b 
home-comers from England, whic 
is suffering its severést "flu “wave”. 
in years. 


ADVICE 


Dispensary doctors are. over- 
whelmed, and there is a big run on 
city chemists’ shops, some of which 
are sold out of cough drops and 
‘flu pills. Dr. M. J. Russell, City 
Medical Officer of Health, warns 
victin:s to go to bed at the first 
sign of the disease, and to remain 
indoors until all symptoms have 
disappeared. 

The epidemic caused great trouble 
in factories and stores. ‘‘It seemed 
to strike us all like lightning,” 
said one employer. One doctor — 
gested that factory staffs should 
use mouth-masks, as is done in 
England. Drapery firms fear that 
they will be short-staffed for the 
Christmas rush. Their assistants 
who survived the outbreak have to 
work longer hours. 


Explosion at a 
Mititary Post 


An official statement from the De- 
partment of Defence says that an 
explosion took place in the maga- 
zine near Croom Military Post, Co. 
Limerick, in’ the early hours of 
esterday morning, No one was in- 
jured, and only hmited damage was 
done to property. 


Belfast Boy Shot 


Two Belfast boys, aged four and 
two years,” respectively, -on Wed- 
nesday last found a revolver belong- 
ing to their father, a Special con- 
stable. They: went playing with it, 
and a shot went off, hen the 
father, Joseph’ Loftus, of 30 'lowe 
street, rushed into the room, he 
found the younger boy had received 
an injury from which he died almost 
immediately. 
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\ Here is another strange true-life adventure of a Loriginés Watch 
“ET was in 1910 that a New York banker got a Longines watch as a birthday 
' . present. He was naturally proud of It, because It was one of the first 
Longines ‘moisture proof watches made. Then he lost it, and two winters 
were to pass before he saw it again. 


- 


A shining object on the ground caught his son's eye one summer day, and 

| there was the long-lost watch, none the worse for its two winters under 
. the snow. His son wears It to-day, the same perfect’ timepiece. that has 
run continuously for thirty-ore.of. its thirty-three years of life. 
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